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                                               TOWN OF PLAINFIELD
                                   ANNUAL TOWN MEETING WARRANT

Hampshire, ss:

To either of the Constables of the Town of Plainfield,

GreeFngs:

 In the name of the Commonwealth of MassachuseJs you are required to noFfy 
and warn the inhabitants of the Town of Plainfield qualified to vote in Town affairs 
to assemble at the Town Hall on Saturday, May 6, 2017 at 1:00 p.m., then and 
there to act on the following arFcles, to wit:

Ar#cle 1.  To vote by official ballot for all Town Officers, CommiJees, Trustees, 
etc., and to fix compensaFon for the same.

Ar#cle 2.  To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate or otherwise 
provide such amounts of money as are reasonable and necessary to defray the 
expenses of the town for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2017, or take any other 
acFon relaFve thereto.

Ar#cle 3.  To see if the Town will vote to accept the addiFon of the Town of Rowe 
as a 7-12 member of the District effecFve July 1, 2018 by making the following 
amendments to the Mohawk Trail Regional Agreement (note:  the amendments 
below are to be effecFve July 1, 2018):

Strike the following language in the Preamble:

The agreement entered into pursuant to Chapter 71 of the General Laws, as 
amended, and as supplemented by Chapter 371 of the Acts of 1993, among the 
Towns of Ashfield, Buckland, Charlemont, Colrain, Hawley, Heath, Plainfield, and 
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Shelburne, hereinaaer someFmes referred to as member towns, is hereby further 
amended in its enFrety to read as hereinaaer set forth.

and replace said language with the following:

The Agreement entered into pursuant to Chapter 71 of the General Laws, as 
amended, and as supplemented by Chapter 371 of the Acts of 1993, among the 
Towns of Ashfield, Buckland, Charlemont, Colrain, Hawley, Heath, Plainfield, 
Shelburne, and Rowe (hereinaaer someFmes referred to as member towns, is 
hereby further amended in its enFrety to read as hereinaaer set forth.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Strike the following language in SecFon I(A):

The powers and duFes of the regional school district shall be vested in and 
exercised by a regional district school commiJee, hereaaer someFmes referred to
as the CommiJee.  The CommiJee shall consist of sixteen (16) elected members, 
two (2) from each town. A member appointed by the Rowe School CommiJee 
would serve as a non-voFng member of the CommiJee as described in SecFon IX 
(G) of this Agreement.  Members shall serve unFl their respecFve successor 
members are elected and qualified.
 
And replace said language with the following:

The powers and duFes of the regional school district shall be vested in and 
exercised by a regional district school commiJee, hereaaer someFmes referred to
as the CommiJee.  The CommiJee shall consist of eighteen (18) elected 
members, two (2) from each town.  Members shall serve unFl their respecFve 
successor members are elected and qualified.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Strike the following language in SecFon I(B):

At the annual town elecFons in 1994, in addiFon to any term of office of an 
elected member whose term is expired, the following shall also be elected: the 
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Town of Hawley shall elect one member for a three-year term, and one member 
for two-year term; the Town of Heath shall elect one member for a three-year 
term and one member for a one-year term; the Town of Plainfield shall elect one 
member for a two-year term and one member for a one-year term. 

2004 ElecFon Year – Terms of all currently elected commiJee members with the 
excepFon of Heath, Hawley and Plainfield, will expire as of the annual town 
elecFons in 2004.  At the 2004 annual town elecFons two school commiJee 
members will be elected from the Towns of Ashfield, Buckland, Charlemont, 
Colrain, and Shelburne.  The school commiJee member who receives the largest 
number of votes from his/her town will serve a term of three years.  The school 
commiJee member who receives the second largest number of votes will serve a 
term of two years. 

Thereaaer, in every year in which the term of office of an elected member expires,
each member town involved shall, at its annual town elecFon, select one member
to serve on the CommiJee for a term of three years.

and replace said language with the following:

In every year in which the term of office of an elected member expires, each 
member town involved shall, at its annual town elecFon, select one member to 
serve on the CommiJee for a term of three years.

At the 2018 annual town elecFons in the Town of Rowe, two school commiJee 
members will be elected.  The school commiJee member who receives the largest
number of votes will serve a term of three years, and the school commiJee 
member who receives the second largest number of votes will serve a term of two
years.  Upon the expiraFon of the iniFal term of office, each member shall serve 
on the CommiJee for a term of three years as stated above.

Each elected member commencing with the organizaFon of the CommiJee 
following the 2004 town elecFons, shall have a weighted vote to be determined 
by the member town’s populaFon as it relates to the total populaFon of all 
member towns divided by the number of representaFves to the CommiJee from 
said member town.  Each weighted vote shall be determined to the nearest one-
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tenth and be adjusted every ten (10) years using the populaFon figures as 
reported in the most recent federal decennial census. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Strike the following language in SecFon I(F):

The District shall have one CommiJee composed of representaFves from each 
member town as set forth above. Members of the CommiJee from the Towns of 
Hawley and Charlemont will not vote on any maJers that the CommiJee 
determines to concern the operaFon of grades kindergarten through six, 
exclusively.

and replace said language with the following:

The District shall have one CommiJee composed of representaFves from each 
member town as set forth above. Members of the CommiJee from the Towns of 
Hawley, Charlemont, and Rowe will not vote on any maJers that the CommiJee 
determines to concern the operaFon of grades kindergarten through six, 
exclusively.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Strike the following language in SecFon I(G):

The iniFal weighted votes of the CommiJee members established in 1994 from 
each member town are as follows:

Member Towns                Number of Members                Weighted Vote of each 
Member

Ashfield 3 5.6%
Buckland 3 6.3%
Charlemont 3 4.1%
Colrain 3 5.7%
Hawley 2 1.5%
Heath 2 3.5%
Plainfield 2 2.8%
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Shelburne 3 6.5%

The weighted votes of the CommiJee have been adjusted using the populaFon 
figures as reported in the most recent federal decennial census and are as follows:

Member Towns Number of Members Weighted vote of each 
Member

Ashfield 3 5.7%
Buckland 3 6.3%
Charlemont 3 4.3%
Colrain 3 5.7%
Hawley 2 1.5%
Heath 2 3.5%
Plainfield 2 2.5%
Shelburne 3 6.3%

The above weighted votes of the CommiJee members shall remain in effect unFl 
the new school commiJee of sixteen (16) members is reconsFtuted aaer the 2004
town elecFon for school commiJee members consistent with SecFon I, 
Paragraphs A and B of the District Agreement. Aaer the reconsFtuFon of the 
commiJee in 2004 the weighted votes of the CommiJee members from each 
town shall be as follows:

Member Towns Number of Members Weighted vote of each 
Member

Ashfield 2 8.5%
Buckland 2 9.5%
Charlemont 2 6.5%
Colrain 2 8.5%
Hawley 2 1.5%
Heath 2 3.5%
Plainfield 2 2.5%
Shelburne 2 9.5%

and replace said language with the following:



6

The weighted votes of the CommiJee members from each town shall be as 
follows:

Member Towns Number of Members Weighted vote of each 
Member

Ashfield 2 8.5%
Buckland 2 9.4%
Charlemont 2 6.2%
Colrain 2 8.2%
Hawley 2 1.7%
Heath 2 3.5%
Plainfield 2 3.2%
Shelburne 2 9.3%

The above weighted votes of the CommiJee members shall remain in effect unFl 
the new school commiJee of eighteen (18) members is reconsFtuted aaer the 
Town of Rowe becomes a 7-12 member of the District.  Aaer the reconsFtuFon of 
the CommiJee, the weighted votes of the CommiJee members from each town 
shall be as follows unFl the next federal decennial census as provided above.

Member Towns Number of Members Weighted vote of each 
Member

Ashfield 2 8.2%
Buckland 2 9.0%
Charlemont 2 6.0%
Colrain 2 7.9%
Hawley 2 1.6%
Heath 2 3.3%
Plainfield 2 3.1%
Rowe 2 1.9%
Shelburne 2 9.0%

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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Strike the following language in SecFon III(A):

Residents of the member towns and all residents of the Town of Rowe in grades 
seven through twelve will be eligible to aJend school at the Mohawk Trail 
Regional High School, located on Route 112 in Buckland, MassachuseJs.

and replace said language with the following:

Residents of the member towns will be eligible to aJend school at the Mohawk 
Trail Regional High School, located on Route 112 in Buckland, MassachuseJs.
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Strike the following language in SecFon III(F):

The CommiJee shall accept for enrollment in the District High School, pupils from 
the Town of Rowe on a tuiFon basis and upon such terms as are set forth in 
SecFon IX of this Agreement.  The CommiJee may accept for enrollment in the 
regional district schools pupils from towns other than the member towns and the 
Town of Rowe on a tuiFon basis and upon such terms as it may determine.  In 
either case, income received by the District from tuiFon pupils shall be deducted 
from the total operaFng costs in the next annual budget to be prepared aaer the 
receipt thereof, prior to apporFonment under SecFon IV of this Agreement to the 
member towns.

and replace said language with the following:

The CommiJee may accept for enrollment in the regional district schools pupils 
from towns on a tuiFon basis and upon such terms as it may determine.  In either 
case, income received by the District from tuiFon pupils shall be deducted from 
the total operaFng costs in the next annual budget to be prepared aaer the 
receipt thereof, prior to apporFonment under SecFon IV of this Agreement to the 
member towns.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Strike the following language in SecFon IV(H):
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Third:  The CommiJee shall apporFon costs of grades seven through twelve, 
inclusive, to the Towns of Hawley and Charlemont in direct proporFon to each 
town’s five-year average share of student enrollment in grades seven through 
twelve, inclusive.

Fourth: The total budget, less the shares allocated to the Towns of Hawley and 
Charlemont, shall be apporFoned among the district’s six remaining member 
towns on the basis of each member town’s five-year average student enrollment 
share. For purposes of this calculaFon, average enrollment share, for each of the 
K-12 Member Towns shall be based on its five year average proporFonate share of
total student enrollment in the district schools.

and replace said language with the following:

Third:  The CommiJee shall apporFon costs of grades seven through twelve, 
inclusive, to the Towns of Hawley, Charlemont, and Rowe in direct proporFon to 
each town’s five-year average share of student enrollment in grades seven 
through twelve, inclusive.

Fourth: The total budget, less the shares allocated to the Towns of Hawley, 
Charlemont, and Rowe shall be apporFoned among the district’s six remaining 
member towns on the basis of each member town’s five-year average student 
enrollment share. For purposes of this calculaFon, average enrollment share, for 
each of the K-12 Member Towns shall be based on its five year average 
proporFonate share of total student enrollment in the district schools (note:  pre-
K enrollment will be included in the calculaFon beginning in FY18 and will include 
the data from October 1, 2015 and October 1, 2016).
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Strike the following language in SecFon VI(C):

For purposes of voFng on the annual budget by the member towns, the approval 
of the District’s annual budget by the town meeFngs of each K-12 Member Town 
shall consFtute two “units” towards approval or disapproval of the annual district 
budget, while Hawley and Charlemont shall have one “unit” each, with a total of 
ten units needed to approve the annual budget.
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and replace said language with the following:

(D)  Vote on the Annual Budget
For purposes of voFng on the annual budget by the member towns, the approval 
of the District’s annual budget by the town meeFngs of each K-12 Member Town 
shall consFtute two “units” towards approval or disapproval of the annual district 
budget, while 7-12 member towns shall have one “unit” each, with a total of ten 
units needed to approve the annual budget.
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Strike the enFrety of SecFon IX as follows, and renumber the remaining SecFons:

SECTION IX

EDUCATION OF PUPILS FROM THE TOWN OF ROWE

(A) Special EducaFon Pupils from the Town of Rowe
The CommiJee shall provide for the educaFon of all pupils from the Town of 
Rowe in grades seven through twelve who are enFtled to aJend the District High 
School irrespecFve of the specific and parFcular educaFonal needs of any pupil 
from said Town of Rowe, and irrespecFve of whether such educaFon for any pupil 
from said Town of Rowe is provided at the District High School or at any other 
school as may be approved by said CommiJee.

(B) TransportaFon of Pupils from the Town of Rowe
The CommiJee shall provide for the transportaFon of pupils from the Town of 
Rowe who are enFtled to aJend the District High School, to and from said District 
High School to the extent that such transportaFon is provided for pupils from 
member towns who are enFtled to aJend said District High School.  The 
CommiJee shall provided for the transportaFon of pupils from the Town of Rowe 
who are enFtled to aJend the District High School, to and from any other school 
as may be approved by said CommiJee to the extent that such transportaFon is 
provided for pupils from member towns who are enFtled to aJend said District 
High School, to and from any other school as may be approved by said CommiJee.
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The Town of Rowe shall bear the cost of transportaFon for elementary pupils 
aJending the Rowe elementary school.

(C) TuiFon Basis for Pupils Grades 7-12 from the Town of Rowe
The cost of tuiFon to the District High School for each pupil in grades seven 
through twelve who aJends the District High School or any other school as may 
be approved by the CommiJee, and who resides in the Town of Rowe shall be 
paid by said Town of Rowe to the District during the fiscal year when each such 
pupil is actually in aJendance. The basis of the cost of tuiFon to the District High 
School or any other school as may be approved by said CommiJee for each fiscal 
year shall be established as follows:  The total Maintenance and OperaFng Budget 
for said District High School as defined in SubsecFon VI(D) of this Agreement, for 
that fiscal year, reduced by the anFcipated amounts of receipts from the 
Commonwealth of MassachuseJs to be used by the CommiJee to defray such 
budgeted maintenance and operaFng charges for that fiscal year, and further 
reduced by the anFcipated amounts of surplus revenue from the District treasury 
to be used by the CommiJee to defray such budgeted maintenance and operaFng
charges for that fiscal year, and further reduced by the amounts received from 
towns paying tuiFon to the district, consistent with the terms of SubsecFon III(F) 
of this Agreement; the balance (viz. the net operaFng and maintenance budget 
for said fiscal year) to be divided by the total enrollment of pupils in the District 
High School from member towns as of October 1 of the previous fiscal year and 
the resulFng balance further divided by one and one-tenth (1.1); the final balance 
to equal the cost of tuiFon for one pupil for one complete school year.

(D) ReducFon of the Cost of TuiFon for Pupils Resident in the Town of 
Rowe
In the event the CommiJee reduces the net operaFng and maintenance costs 
assessed to the member towns for any fiscal year, by reducFon of the OperaFng 
and Maintenance Budget for said fiscal year or by the applicaFon of addiFonal 
amounts of revenue, irrespecFve of the source thereof, to reduce the net 
operaFng and maintenance costs assessed to said member towns for that fiscal 
year, the cost of tuiFon to the Town of Rowe for the educaFon of its pupils during 
said fiscal year shall be likewise reduced in accordance with the provisions of 
SubsecFon IX(D).

(E) Schedule of Payment of TuiFon Costs by the Town of Rowe
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The Town of Rowe shall pay for the tuiFon of its pupils to the District High School, 
or any other school as may be approved by the CommiJee, such amounts as are 
in accordance with the provisions of SubsecFon IX (D), and shall make such 
payments twice each fiscal year at the following Fme: 1) not later than January 31 
of each fiscal year; 2) not later than June 30 of each fiscal year.

(F) Payment of Capital Costs by the Town of Rowe
The Town of Rowe shall have the opportunity to pay a porFon of capital costs as 
defined in SubsecFon IV (B) for capital projects at District High School.  The 
CommiJee shall negoFate the rate of a voluntary contribuFon with the Rowe 
School CommiJee at the Fme of each capital project.

(G) RepresentaFon on the CommiJee
The School CommiJee of the Town of Rowe may appoint one of its members to 
represent the Town of Rowe at meeFngs of the CommiJee. The CommiJee shall 
allow such representaFve all powers of discussion, debate and deliberaFon 
including, but not limited to, parFcipaFon in such meeFngs of the CommiJee 
while in execuFve session, but such representaFve shall not have the power to 
vote on any maJer which comes before the CommiJee.

(H) AdministraFve Support Services for Rowe Pupils Grade K-6
The Town of Rowe shall have the opportunity to uFlize the services of the 
Superintendent of Schools and central administraFon, and Director of Pupil 
Services who also directs special educaFon, for administraFon of the Rowe 
Elementary School and bear the costs thereof.

(I) DistribuFon of Assets in the Event of DissoluFon of the District
In the event of the dissoluFon of the District, its assets shall be distributed to the 
member towns and the Town of Rowe on the basis of each town’s respecFve 
aggregate payment of capital cost to the District.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Add the following to SecFon XIV as a new subsecFon (C):

(C) Commissioner of Elementary and Secondary EducaFon
Any amendment to the Agreement must be approved by the Commissioner of 
Elementary and Secondary EducaFon. 
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-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Add the following to SecFon XV:

Pursuant to 603 CMR 41.03(2), all approvals, including but not limited to approval 
by the Commissioner of Elementary and Secondary EducaFon, must be in place 
prior to December 31 for the agreement to be effecFve on the following July 1.
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Add the following to the last paragraph of SecFon XVI(A):
Pursuant to 603 CMR 41.03(2), all approvals, including but not limited to approval 
by the Commissioner of Elementary and Secondary EducaFon, must be in place 
prior to December 31 for the agreement to be effecFve on the following July 1.
Submi&ed by the MTRSD                                     Approved by the School Commi&ee

Ar#cle 4.  To see if the Town will vote to amend the MOHAWK TRAIL REGIONAL 
SCHOOL DISTRICT – REGIONAL DISTRICT AGREEMENT by striking the following 
language contained in SecFon III(B):

Subject to the provisions of this secFon, it is intended that elementary students 
residing in the member towns of Ashfield, Buckland, Colrain, Heath, Plainfield and 
Shelburne (the “pre-K-12 Member Towns”) will receive their educaFon in faciliFes 
located in the District and will be assigned as follows: Ashfield and Plainfield 
residents to Sanderson Academy; Colrain residents to Colrain Central School; 
Buckland and Shelburne residents to Buckland Shelburne Elementary School; and 
Heath residents to Heath Elementary School.  Notwithstanding the above, 
students may be educated in a District school other than as assigned above upon 
(i) a majority vote of the School CommiJee, and (ii) an affirmaFve vote by both (a)
the member town or towns whose students are so assigned, and (b) the member 
town or towns served by the District school to which such students will be 
assigned, acceptance by each town to be a majority vote at an annual or special 
town meeFng.  

However, it is also the intent of this Agreement that the closure of a District 
elementary school building and the reassignment of all students being educated 
in that building may not be accomplished under this secFon. Rather such acFon 
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requires an amendment to this Agreement, the process for which is contained in 
SecFon XII.

and replacing said language with the following:

The pre-K-12 Member Towns are defined as Ashfield, Buckland, Colrain, Plainfield, 
Heath, and Shelburne. Subject to the provisions of this secFon, it is intended that 
elementary students residing in the member towns of Ashfield, Buckland, Colrain, 
Plainfield and Shelburne will receive their educaFon in faciliFes located in the 
District and will be assigned as follows: Ashfield and Plainfield residents to 
Sanderson Academy; Colrain residents to Colrain Central School; and Buckland 
and Shelburne residents to Buckland Shelburne Elementary School.  Elementary 
students residing in Heath will receive their educaFon in the Hawlemont Regional 
School District pursuant to a tuiFon agreement between the Mohawk Trail 
Regional School District and the Hawlemont Regional School District through no 
longer than June 30, 2023. During the period of such tuiFon agreement, the Town 
of Heath shall seek in good faith to negoFate with the Hawlemont Regional School
District regarding joinder of the Town of Heath into the Hawlemont Regional 
School District for elementary educaFon.  The tuiFon agreement shall consFtute a
binding financial obligaFon of the Mohawk Trail Regional School District pursuant 
to the provisions of G.L. c. 40, § 4A and/or any other enabling legislaFon.  Heath 
may withdraw from the Mohawk Trail Regional School District for grades PK-6 in 
accordance with the “Withdrawal” secFon of this Agreement.  Heath shall remain 
responsible for its outstanding indebtedness, if any, including but not limited to 
OPEB, to the Mohawk Trail Regional School District despite such withdrawal in 
accordance with the terms of the Regional Agreement.

If, upon the expiraFon of such tuiFon agreement, as may be extended, Heath and 
the Hawlemont Regional School District have failed to reach agreement as to the 
joinder of Heath into the Hawlemont Regional School District, elementary 
students residing in Heath will receive their educaFon in faciliFes located in the 
Mohawk Trail Regional School District, the specific locaFon(s) to be decided as 
provided herein.  The Mohawk Trail Regional School CommiJee will offer at least 
two (2) faciliFes located in the District as opFons for educaFng the elementary 
students of Heath and the Heath members of the CommiJee will determine 
which one (1) facility to recommend to the CommiJee for the placement of all 
Heath resident elementary students.  No facility will be approved by the 
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CommiJee without the affirmaFve votes of both Heath CommiJee 
representaFves, provided however that in the event of a Fe vote between such 
Heath representaFves, or in the event that there are vacancies in the posiFons of 
Heath representaFves, a majority vote of the CommiJee will prevail.  The 
determinaFon must occur no later than November 1st of the school year prior to 
the change.

Notwithstanding the above, students may be educated in a District school other 
than as assigned above upon (i) a majority vote of the School CommiJee, and (ii) 
an affirmaFve vote by both (a) the member town or towns whose students are so 
assigned, and (b) the member town or towns served by the District school to 
which such students will be assigned, acceptance by each town to be a majority 
vote at an annual or special town meeFng.  However, it is also the intent of this 
Agreement that the closure of a District elementary school building (other than 
the Heath Elementary School which was closed as of June 30, 2017) and the 
reassignment of all students being educated in that building may not be 
accomplished under this secFon. Rather such acFon requires an amendment to 
this Agreement, the process for which is contained in SecFon XII.
Submi&ed by the MTRSD                             Approved by the School Commi&ee

Ar#cle 5. To see if the Town will vote to amend the MOHAWK TRAIL REGIONAL 
SCHOOL DISTRICT – REGIONAL DISTRICT AGREEMENT by striking the following 
language contained in SecFon IV(E)(3):

(3) Capital costs incurred by the CommiJee and associated with grades pre-
Kindergarten to six, inclusive, of any District school or schools which may be 
constructed by the CommiJee to serve pupils from the Town of Heath shall, aaer 
deducFng any receipts from the Commonwealth or other revenue source relaFng 
thereto, be assessed to the Town of Heath.  Capital costs represenFng payments 
of principal and interest on bonds, notes or other obligaFons as issued by the 
Mohawk Trail Regional School District or the CommiJee to finance expenses in 
the nature of capital outlay for the purpose of construcFon at the site of, or 
reconstrucFon to, the Heath Elementary School or upon any Premises as may be 
purchased by the Mohawk Trail Regional School District for the purpose of 
providing faciliFes primarily for the educaFon of Heath pupils only shall be borne 
by the Town of Heath.
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and replacing said language with the following:

 (3) The Heath Elementary School Building shall be returned to the Town of Heath 
on July 1, 2017, and the Lease between the parFes shall terminate as of said date. 
In exchange for terminaFon of the lease, the District shall pay to the Town of 
Heath a total sum of $240,000.00, such payment to be made in no fewer than 
three (3) annual installments.  The amounts and Fming of such installments shall 
be as agreed upon in wriFng by the School CommiJee and the Town of Heath, 
provided however that the final installment shall be due no later than June 30, 
2020.  Any outstanding debt payments associated with the Heath Elementary 
School shall remain the responsibility of the Town of Heath, and the Town of 
Heath shall conFnue to be assessed for said debt in accordance with the terms of 
this Agreement.
Submi&ed by the MTRSD                           Approved by the School Commi&ee

Ar#cle 6. To see if the Town will vote to amend the MOHAWK TRAIL REGIONAL 
SCHOOL DISTRICT – REGIONAL DISTRICT AGREEMENT by striking the following 
language contained in SecFon XI(A)(2):

2. The inhabitants of Heath shall lease the Heath School to the District for the 
sum of $1.00 annually, for an iniFal term of twenty years, with an opFon for an 
extension of an addiFonal twenty years, and upon such further terms as the 
parFes thereto shall later specify.
Submi&ed by the MTRSD                         Approved by the School Commi&ee

Ar#cle 7.  To see if the town will authorize the Assessors to apply $80,000.00 from
Free Cash to reduce the Fiscal 2018 tax rate, or take any acFon relaFve thereto.
Inserted by the Town Accountant            Recommended by the Finance Commi&ee
  
Ar#cle 8.  To see if the town will vote to transfer the amount of $9,000.00 from 
Free Cash for a new furnace for the Highway Garage, or take any acFon relaFve 
thereto.
Inserted by the Buildings Commi&ee        Recommended by the Finance Commi&ee 

Ar#cle 9.  To see if the Town will vote to transfer the amount of $5,000.00 from 
Free Cash to upgrade Town Office Technology, or take any acFon relaFve thereto.
Inserted by the Select Board                      Recommend by the Finance Commi&ee    
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Ar#cle 10.  To see if the Town will vote to transfer the amount of $16,000.00 from 
Free Cash for a plow, wing plow, plow frame, hydraulics, etc. to ousit a new truck, 
or take any acFon relaFve thereto.
Inserted by the Highway Department       Recommended by the Finance Commi&ee

Ar#cle 11.  To see if the Town will vote to transfer the amount of $29,100.00 from 
Free Cash to the FY’17 Winter Roads Account, or take any acFon relaFve thereto.
Inserted by the Town Accountant              Recommended by the Finance Commi&ee
           
Ar#cle 12.  To see if the Town will vote to transfer the amount of $5,000.00 from 
the FY’17 Highway Salaries Account to the FY’17 Machinery Upkeep Account, or 
take any acFon relaFve thereto.
Inserted by the Highway Superintendent      Recommended by the Finance 
Commi&ee

Ar#cle 13.  To see if the Town will vote to transfer the amount of $5,000.00 from 
Free Cash to purchase/ousit a vehicle for the Animal Control Officer, or take any 
acFon relaFve thereto. (This is a FY’17 arFcle.)
Inserted by the Animal Control Officer     Recommended by the Finance Commi&ee
                                                                                                                                                   
Ar#cle 14.  To see if the Town will vote to transfer the amount of $661.50 from 
Library Sales and Fines to the Shaw Memorial Library, or take any other acFon 
relaFve thereto.
Inserted by the Town Accountant 
  
Ar#cle 15. To see if the Town will vote to transfer the amount of $167,500.00 from
Free Cash to the StabilizaFon Fund, or take any other acFon relaFve thereto.
Inserted by the Town Accountant           Recommended by the Finance Commi&ee
Requires a 2/3 majority

Ar#cle 16.  To see if the Town will vote to reduce the amount authorized to 
borrow for the Highway Department Truck at the May 7, 2016 Annual Town 
MeeFng by $490.00. (The Town was authorized to borrow up to $116,000.00 for a 
fully equipped dump truck; the loan amount was $115, 510.00.)
Submi&ed by the Town Accountant        Recommended by the Finance Commi&ee

Ar#cle 17.  To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Select Board to negoFate 
and enter into Structured Tax Agreements or agreements for payments-in-lieu-of-
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taxes (PILOT) pursuant to MGL Chapter 59, SecFon 38H (b), and Chapter 164, 
SecFon 1, or any other enabling authority, for a term of years for both real and 
personal property associated with solar photovoltaic faciliFes, including but not 
limited to faciliFes to be located on land located on 29 Union Street and shown as 
parcels 1 & 17 on Assessors’ map 15C, upon such terms and condiFons as said 
Board shall deem to be in the best interest of the Town, and to take all acFon 
necessary to implement such agreements; or take any acFon relaFve thereto.
Inserted by the Select Board

Ar#cle 18. To See if the Town will amend the By-Laws of the Town of Plainfield,  
ArFcle XVI * DENIAL, REVOCATION, SUSPENSION OF LOCAL LICENSES AND 
PERMITS , 
SecFon 1. By deleFng the following:

The tax collector or other municipal official responsible for records of all municipal
taxes, assessments, beJerments and other records of all municipal charges, 
hereinaaer referred to as the tax collector, shall annually furnish to each 
department, board, commission, or division, hereinaaer referred to as the 
licensing authority , that issued licenses or permits including renewals and 
transfers, a list of any person, corporaFon, or business enterprise, hereinaaer 
referred to as the party, that has neglected or refused to pay any local taxes, fees, 
assessments, beJerments or other municipal charges for not less than a twelve 
month period, and that such party has not filed in good faith a pending 
applicaFon for abatement of such tax or a pending peFFon before the appellate 
tax board.

and replacing with:

The tax collector or other municipal official responsible for records of all municipal
taxes, assessments, beJerments and other records of all municipal charges, 
hereinaaer referred to as the tax collector, shall annually, and may periodically, 
furnish to each department, board, commission, or division, hereinaaer referred 
to as the licensing authority , that issued licenses or permits including renewals 
and transfers, a list of any person, corporaFon, or business enterprise, hereinaaer 
referred to as the party, that has neglected or refused to pay any local taxes, fees, 
assessments, beJerments or other municipal charges and that such party has not 
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filed in good faith a pending applicaFon for abatement of such tax or a pending 
peFFon before the appellate tax board.

SecFon 2. By deleFng the following:

The licensing authority may deny, revoke or suspend any license or permit, 
including renewals and transfers of any party whose name appears on said list 
furnished to the licensing authority from the tax collector; provided, however, that
wriJen noFce is given to the party and the tax collector, as required by applicable 
provisions of the law, and the party is given a hearing, to be held not earlier than 
fourteen days aaer said noFce. The list shall be prima facie evidence for denial, 
revocaFon, or suspension of said license or permit to any party. The tax collector 
shall have the right to intervene in any hearing conducted with respect to such 
denial, revocaFon or suspension. Any findings made by the licensing authority 
with respect to such license denial, revocaFon or suspension shall be made only 
for the purposes of such proceeding and shall not be relevant to or introduced in 
any other proceedings at law, except for any appeal from such license denial, 
revocaFon or suspension. Any license or permit denied, suspended or revoked 
under this secFon shall not be reissued or renewed unFl the license authority 
receives a cerFficate issued by the tax collector that the party is in good standing 
with respect to any and all local taxes, fees, assessments, beJerments or other 
municipal charges, payable to the municipality as of the date of issuance of said 
cerFficate.

And replacing with: 

The licensing authority may deny, revoke or suspend any license or permit, 
including renewals and transfers of any party whose name appears on said list 
furnished to the licensing authority from the tax collector or with any respect to 
any acFvity, event or other maJer which is the subject of such license or permit 
and which acFvity, event or maJer is carried out or exercised or is to be carried 
out or exercised on or about real estate owned by any party whose name appears 
on said list furnished to the licensing authority from the tax collector; provided, 
however, that wriJen noFce is given to the party and the tax collector, as required
by applicable provisions of the law, and the party is given a hearing, to be held not
earlier than fourteen days aaer said noFce. The list shall be prima facie evidence 
for denial, revocaFon, or suspension of said license or permit to any party. The tax
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collector shall have the right to intervene in any hearing conducted with respect 
to such denial, revocaFon or suspension. Any findings made by the licensing 
authority with respect to such license denial, revocaFon or suspension shall be 
made only for the purposes of such proceeding and shall not be relevant to or 
introduced in any other proceedings at law, except for any appeal from such 
license denial, revocaFon or suspension. Any license or permit denied, suspended 
or revoked under this secFon shall not be reissued or renewed unFl the license 
authority receives a cerFficate issued by the tax collector that the party is in good 
standing with respect to any and all local taxes, fees, assessments, beJerments or 
other municipal charges, payable to the municipality as of the date of issuance of 
said cerFficate.
Submi&ed by the Select Board
Requires a 2/3 vote
  
Ar#cle 19.  To see if the Town will authorize the Select Board to apply, accept, and 
expend for specific purposes provided by any Federal or State Grants or Programs 
which may be awarded to the Town.
Inserted by the Select Board 
                    
Ar#cle 20.  To see if the Town will vote to accept as available funds any and all 
monies from the ExecuFve Office of TransportaFon for Fiscal 2018.
Inserted by the Select Board

Ar#cle 21.  To see if the Town will choose or create, as appropriate, any other 
Town CommiJees, Boards, Commissions, Trustees, Offices, etc., and to fix 
compensaFon for the same, or take any other acFon relaFve thereto.

Ar#cle 22.  To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Select Board to retain legal
counsel for the town, or take any other acFon relaFve thereto.
Inserted by the Select Board

Ar#cle 23.  To see if the Town will vote to leave the care, maintenance and repair 
of the Town Hall, Shaw Memorial Library, Hallock Memorial School Building, 
Hathaway Hall, Firehouse, Town Garage, Police StaFon, Public Safety Building, and 
surrounding areas, in the charge of the Buildings CommiJee, or take any other 
acFon relaFve thereto.
Inserted by the Buildings Commi&ee
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Ar#cle 24.  To see if the Town will vote to leave the care, maintenance and repair 
of the cemeteries in the charge of the Cemetery CommiJee, or take any other 
acFon relaFve thereto.
Inserted by the Cemetery Commi&ee

Ar#cle 25.  To see if the Town will vote to leave the care, maintenance and repair 
of the highways, public ways, including the alteraFon and widening thereof, 
railings and bridges in the charge of the Select Board, or take any other acFon 
relaFve
thereto.
Inserted by the Select Board

Ar#cle 26.  To see if the Town will vote to accept the reports of the Town Officers, 
Boards, CommiJees, Trustees, etc. as printed in the Town Report.

Ar#cle 27. To see if the Town will vote to approve the following non-binding 
resoluFon:    ResoluFon for Federal and State Carbon Fee and Dividend

A ResoluFon RelaFng to the Growing Risks of Climate Change

To ask the Town of Plainfield to adopt the following non-binding ResoluFon, or 
take other acFon relaFve thereto:

WHEREAS climate change poses a serious threat to the Town of Plainfield in terms 
of the economy, public health, and the environment;

AND WHEREAS as a result of climate change, the Northeast is experiencing 
warming temperatures and a large increase in the amount of rainfall measured 
during heavy precipitaFon events;

AND WHEREAS more frequent heat waves in the Northeast are expected to 
increasingly threaten human health through more heat stress, droughts, and air 
polluFon;

AND WHEREAS sea level rise and more frequent heavy rains are expected to 
increase flooding and storm surge, threatening people and infrastructure, 
necessitaFng increased costs for damage control;
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AND WHEREAS as temperatures rise, agriculture will likely face reduced yields, 
potenFally damaging livelihoods and the regional economy;

AND WHEREAS Carbon Fee and Dividend will significantly reduce carbon 
emissions, create jobs, grow the economy, save lives, and protect households 
from higher energy prices;

AND WHEREAS most economists, from conservaFve to liberal, agree that the most
cost-effecFve way to cut carbon polluFon is to add a fee that steadily raises the 
price of fossil fuels;

AND WHEREAS legislaFon addressing climate change should not economically 
burden Plainfield and its ciFzens;

AND WHEREAS Carbon Fee and Dividend will protect lower and middle-income 
households, as two thirds of families will break even or receive more in dividends 
than they would pay for in higher living expenses;

AND WHEREAS Carbon Fee and Dividend will create jobs, as the dividend puts 
money back into local economies;

AND WHEREAS Carbon Fee and Dividend is a market-based soluFon in which a fee
is levied on carbon-based fuels as they come out of the ground or as they are 
imported, with all monies returned in equal shares to households as a dividend, 
thus leveraging market forces that encourage investments in increased energy 
efficiency and alternate sources of energy by both industry and consumers;

AND WHEREAS Carbon Fee and Dividend will employ a "border adjustment" to 
protect domesFc businesses. The "border adjustment" will use import/export fees
and rebates to neutralize any impact to the cost of domesFcally produced 
products, and incenFvize other states to adopt a comparable carbon fee;

AND WHEREAS in the absence of federal Carbon Fee and Dividend, the 
Commonwealth of MassachuseJs can pass state Carbon Fee and Dividend (or 
“Rebate”);
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THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Town of Plainfield calls upon the 
MassachuseJs Legislature and the United States Congress to implement Carbon 
Fee and Dividend (or “Rebate”), placing a steadily rising fee on carbon-based 
fuels, and returning all fees collected, minus administraFve costs, to households;

AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that upon passage, the Plainfield Town Clerk shall 
mail copies of the resoluFon and vote to the President of the United States, 
Donald Trump; the Speaker of the United States House of RepresentaFves, Paul 
Ryan; the House Minority leader, Nancy Pelosi; the Majority and Minority leaders 
of the U.S. Senate, Mitch McConnell and Charles Schumer; the U.S. Senators 
represenFng MassachuseJs, Edward Markey and Elizabeth Warren; the 
Congressperson represenFng our district, Richard Neal; the Governor of 
MassachuseJs, Charlie Baker; the MassachuseJs Senate President, Stan 
Rosenberg; the Speaker of the MassachuseJs House, Robert DeLeo; and the state 
senator and state representaFve from our district, Adam Hinds and Steven Kulik.
By Voter Request

Ar#cle 28. To see if the Town will vote to approve the following non-binding 
resoluFon:   
ResoluFon endorsing the protecFon of pollinators and enhancement of   
pollinator habitat
 
WHEREAS,  Bees and other pollinators are a crucial component of a healthy 
ecosystem and a vital link in our food system, providing the pollinaFon responsible
for over three quarters of the world’s plant species, and for one out of every three
bites of food that we eat, and
 
WHEREAS, pollinator populaFons are in sharp decline due to human land use 
pracFces that are causing ongoing habitat loss and fragmentaFon, the expansion 
of pesFcide use by consumers and professionals, and the spread of pathogens and
parasites, and
 
WHEREAS, extensive research has documented that neonicoFnoids and other 
systemic pesFcides have been shown to cause illness and death to honey bees,  
naFve bees, buJerflies, moths, other insect pollinators, and beneficial insects, and
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WHEREAS, guidelines for land management best pracFce are available which 
allow residents, businesses, farms, towns, and land trusts to manage their land in 
ways that increase pollinator forage and nest sites while decreasing maintenance 
costs.
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by this Town MeeFng that the Town of 
Plainfield is hereby declared a Pollinator-Friendly Community and that the town 
encourages the adopFon of policies and pracFces that support pollinator health 
by minimizing the use of insecFcides as already encouraged as “responsible” 
pracFces in the Plainfield Right to Farm By-Law . 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Town of Plainfield will set an example by 
adopFng the pollinator-friendly pracFces below and encourage property owners, 
residents, town departments, business owners, and land trusts to adopt 
pollinator-friendly pracFces including:
 
*PlanFng more pollinator-supporFng forage on their property, emphasizing naFve
plant species, and adopFng organic or chemical-free lawn and landscaping 
pracFces;
 
*Avoiding the planFng of flowering plants which are treated with systemic 
insecFcides and avoiding the use of seeds coated with systemic neonicoFnoids; 
 
* Avoiding the use of insecFcides, including systemic insecFcides on their 
property.
 
The Town clerk is requested to send copies of this resoluFon to Governor Charlie 
Baker, MassachuseJs Department of Agricultural Resources Commissioner John 
Lebeaux, State Senator Adam Hinds, and State RepresentaFve Stephen Kulik, or to
take any other acFon relaFve thereto.
By Voter Request

Ar#cle 29. To see if the Town will vote to approve the following non-binding 
resoluFon:
The American An#-Corrup#on Act
The act seeks to make it illegal to purchase poliFcal influence.
The Act has three primary goals:
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• Stop poli#cal bribery so special interests can’t use job offers and donaFons 
to influence poliFcians. No lobbyist bundling.

• End secret money so people know who’s buying poliFcal power. Ensure that
all significant poliFcal fundraising and spending is immediately disclosed 
online and made easily accessible to the public.

• Fix our broken elec#ons so that the people, not the poliFcal establishment, 
are the ones in control. End gerrymandering. Ensure accurate 
representaFon for all voters, regardless of poliFcal party.

Non-Binding Resolu#on Suppor#ng State and Federal Legisla#on to Provide 
Greater Transparency
in Poli#cal Dona#ons and Limit the Influence of Money in Poli#cs

The ciFzens of the Town of Plainfield, MassachuseJs, support tough new anF-
corrupFon laws to close loopholes in MassachuseJs’ campaign finance 
regulaFons that currently allows unregulated out-of-state money to infiltrate state
and local elecFons; and we support the goals outlined in the American AnF-
CorrupFon Act to remove the corrupFng influence of money on our poliFcal 
system. The Act prohibits poliFcians from taking campaign money from special 
interest groups including private industries and unions; increases transparency for 
campaign funding; empowers all voters through a tax rebate voucher to 
contribute to the candidates they support; prohibits representaFves and senior 
staff from all lobbying acFvity for five years once they leave office; and places 
limits on superPACs.
The ciFzens of the Town of Plainfield implore our elected representaFves in 
Boston, State Senator Adam G. Hinds and Rep. Stephen Kulik, and in Washington, 
Sen. Edward Markey and Sen. Elizabeth Warren and Rep. Richard E. Neal (or their 
successors) to lead this effort to enact these iniFaFves in MassachuseJs and in 
the U.S. Congress.
The Clerk of the Town of Plainfield is hereby directed to give noFce to the above 
representaFves by sending a cerFfied copy of this resoluFon to each of them.
There will also be an informaFonal meeFng about this and
several other resoluFons before the Town MeeFng in early
May. Look for further announcements.
By Voter Request

Ar#cle 30. To see if the Town will vote to approve the following non-binding 
resoluFon:
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Whereas access to health care is of great concern to ourselves and our neighbors; 
and

Whereas when the number of people who do not have access to quality health 
care increases, the health of our communiFes decreases, and

Whereas the money spent by CiFes and Towns to cover their employees is a large 
cost to both employer and employee; and

Whereas MassachuseJs has been a leader in providing coverage for quality health
care for its people; and

Whereas there is an alternaFve means of providing health care for all that also 
provides beJer coverage, without co-pays and deducFbles, and includes medical, 
dental and preventaFve care.

That this bill is the “Improved Medicare for All”, House Bill #1026, Senate Bill #619.

Therefore be it Resolved:

That the Town of Plainfield endorses the House and Senate Bill, “Improved 
Medicare for All”, and will communicate it’s support to the Town’s State 
RepresentaFves and State Senator.
By Voter Request

Ar#cle 31.  To see if the Town will vote to transact any other business that may 
legally come before this meeFng.

You are directed to serve this Warrant by posFng four aJested copies thereof, one
at the
Town Hall, one at the Post Office, one at the Town Offices and one at the Transfer 
StaFon seven days at least before the Fme of holding said meeFng.

Hereof, fail not and make due return of this Warrant, with your doings thereon, to 
the Town Clerk at or before the Fme of holding said meeFng.
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Given under our hands on this, the _____  day of April in the year Two Thousand 
and Seventeen.

                                                                                         Plainfield Board of Selectmen:

                                                                                         Howard Bronstein

                                                                                         Leslie Rule  
 
                                                                                         Winton Pitcoff                                 

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE
Pursuant to within Warrant, to me directed, I have noFfied the qualified voters of 
the Town of Plainfield to meet at the Fme and for the purpose therein menFoned 
by posFng four copies of said Warrant, one at the Town Hall, one at the Post 
Office, one at the Town Offices and one at the Recycling StaFon on this                   
_____day of April 2017.

                                                                                           
                                                                                         Constable


