
	
	

M i n u t e s 	
	

Minutes	of	the	
Plainfield	Finance	Committee	Meeting	
	Wednesday,	July	10,	2019,	7	p.m.	

in	Town	Hall	
	

The	meeting	was	called	to	order	at	7:04	p.m.	Present	were	Robert	Baker,	Lewis	
Robbins,	and	David	Kramer	(chair).	 	 	
The	minutes	of	the	June	5,	2019,	meeting	were	approved.	
David	reported	on	the	latest	interpretation	of	the	Massachusetts	open	meeting	law,	
whereby	agendas	must	be	submitted	to	the	Plainfield	Town	Office,	either	on	paper	
in	the	folder	on	the	counter	in	the	office	labeled	MEETING	AGENDAS	TO	BE	
ACCEPTED/POSTED	or	via	email	to	townclerk@town.plainfield.ma.us	by	Tuesday	at	
noon	for	ANY/ALL	meetings	being	held	the	next	week.		
The	committee	approved	the	following	requests	from	Paula	King	for	funds	transfers:	
	

a. I	am	requesting	a	Reserve	Fund	transfer	in	the	amount	of	$125.66	to	
the	Building	Maintenance	Account.	The	current	balance	is	$1,144.34.	
Payment	of	the	June	30th	mowing	invoice	of	$1,270.00	will	result	in	a	
deficit	of	$125.66.	

b. I	respectfully	request	the	Select	Board	and	the	Finance	Committee	to	
approve	the	following	FY19	transfers	pursuant	to	M.G.L.	Chapter	
44:33B:	$1,300	from	the	FY’19	Insurance	Account	to	the	FY’19	Fire	
Department	Appropriation;	the	Select	Board	has	already	approved	
this.	
	

The	committee	then	discussed	the	motion	related	to	the	Finance	Committee	
authorizing	the	chair	to	give	the	committee’s	concurrence	to	end-of-year	budget	
transfers	under	certain	conditions.	The	motion	on	the	floor	was	the	following:	The	
Finance	Committee	authorizes	the	chair	to	give	the	committee’s	concurrence	to	end-
of-year	budget	transfers	under	the	following	conditions.	On	receipt	of	a	request	
from	the	Select	Board,	the	chair	will	forward	that	request	to	the	Finance	Committee.	
If	within	three	days,	a	quorum	gives	approval	and	there	is	no	dissent,	the	chair	will	
be	authorized	to	give	the	committee’s	concurrence.	If	there	is	not	a	quorum	of	
approval	or	at	least	one	dissent,	the	FC	will	hold	a	meeting	to	vote	on	the	requested	
transfers.	
After	discussion	in	which	the	Lewis	Robbins	made	the	point	that	such	a	power	could	
be	construed	as	an	attempt	to	do	an	end	run	around	the	open	meeting	law,	the	
committee	voted	to	take	no	action.	
	



A	motion	then	was	made	to	authorize	chair	to	approve	end-of-year	transfers	by	
proposed	by	the	accountant	if	the	amount	of	such	a	transfer	is	not	more	than	$1000.	
The	motion	was	passed	unanimously.	
The	committee	then	discussed	its	agenda	for	the	coming	year.	One	item	that	the	
committee	would	like	to	address	is	guidelines	for	departmental	budgets,	in	
particular	that	departments	should	distinguish	what	is	needed	from	what	is	wanted	
or	can	be	deferred.	Another	item	is	the	formalization	of	the	capital	budget.		
The	next	committee	meeting	was	scheduled	for	September	18,	2019.	The	meeting	
was	adjourned	at	7:34	p.m.		
	
David	Kramer	
secretary	


